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felt that their strongest arguments had entered into,
and were fairly represented by, the conclusion at which
he arrived. But they also felt that that conclusion was
his own, and that he would adhere to it. This open-
ness to suggestions and plans of administrative im-
provement, followed by an unusually protracted period
of criticism and scrutiny, and backed by stedfastness
in the practical action which consummated it, forms the
secret of the Earl of Mayo's success as an Indian
Viceroy.

The strong individuality which marked his measures
produced a corresponding sense of personal responsi-
bility in his own mind. Amid the difficulties and
trials, to be presently narrated, this feeling sometimes
pressed upon him with a weight under which even his
robust nature winced. * It is a hard task/ he wrote
to a friend, during the first dark months of hij
grapple with deficit; 'but I am determined to go
through with it, though I feai: bitter opposition
where I least expected it I have put my hand
to the work, and I am not going to turn back; and
I will kill, before I die, some of the abuses of Indian
Administration/1

When Lord Mayo received charge of the country,
the financial position stood thus. The conquests and
accretions of a century had left on our hands a subject
population of dose on 200 millions, with 50 millions
of feudatories; a yearly revenue of 46 millions stg. ;
and a debt now aggregating 208 millions.2 This debt

1 Dated i8th Nov. 1869.

2 Here, and elsewhere throughout this chapter, unless when specially